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Natural Areas of Cook County
    Spring Creek Forest Preserve
 “A wildlife refuge unique for its scenic beauty— a broad valley featured by a winding creek, a lake, 
marshes, and open meadows” 
                                                                                                                                                  Robert Evers, Illinois Natural History
     The vista from atop one of Spring Creek Forest Preserve’s hills gives a view of natural habitat as far as the eye can 
see, from a winding creek dissecting a lush green valley, to gravel hills studded with broad, open-grown bur oaks. 
Mowed walking and horse trails criss-cross almost 4,000 acres of this large forest preserve complex. There are public 
fishing ponds and dog walks to the south. The area’s finest natural habitats are found in its two areas. The southerly 
Spring Creek Prairie Natural Area protects a unique, dry gravel prairie. It’s loose gravel soil is so well drained that 
only drought tolerant plants survive; for example, showy goldenrod, silky aster, blazing star, pale purple coneflower, 
leadplant, prairie violet, and the great prairie grasses (dropseed, little and big bluestem). Spring Lake Nature 
Preserve, to the north, is a 560-acre habitat mosaic within a large, peat-filled depression. The small fens (calcareous 
groundwater wetlands), sedge meadow, tallgrass prairie, and marsh surrounding two glacial lakes support unusual 
and abundant aquatic vegetation, wildlife, and a notable dragonfly diversity. Cattails have become overabundant 
and have crowded out some native plant and wildlife here. Yet, Yellow-headed Blackbirds and Least Bitterns may 
still be seen by those willing to scramble into the heart of the preserve, which is too wet for trails. Scattered across 
southern sections of Spring Creek Forest Preserve lie some of “. . . the best shrubland birding in Cook County.”  And, 
even as invasive exotic buckthorn shrubs have come to choke the fields and woodlands, nesting Orchard Orioles, 
Yellow-breasted Chats, Willow Flycatchers, and Blue-winged Warblers are still frequent. The grassier, open areas host 
breeding Bobolinks and Eastern Meadowlarks; Marsh Wrens and Common Moorhens are found in wetter areas.  
Red-tailed Hawks, Great Horned Owls, and amphibians, such as tiger salamanders, are common. Coyotes and red 

















Spring Lake Nature Preserve can be accessed from a parking overlook 
on Bateman Rd, ½ mile south of Lake-Cook Rd. 
GPS: N 42.15°, W -88.2237°
Spring Creek Natural Area can be accessed from a pull in on the north 
side of Dundee Rd (Rte 68), ½ mile east of Bateman Rd.
GPS: N 42.11°, W -88.2262°                                        Photos by INHS staff.
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